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Eventually, however, the portrait of modernity in S.O.S. is saved from oversimplifi cation. 
The hard frontlines of avant-garde modernity and the anti-modem cultural pessimists are softened 
by the perception that the contemporary epoch is full of contradictions and dramatic divisions. 
The vision created by Jalu Kurek in his first two novels (S.O.S. and Who Was Andrzej Panik.") can 
well be sum.med up in Marshall Berman's formula of the 'heroism of modem life', ie. a brand 
of heroism that is acted out in conflict-ridden everyday life. Drawing indirectly on the character 
of the flddneur ( as characterized by Baudlaire ), Kurek ventures in search of such conflicts into the 
streets of Cracow and depicts urban lif e in a manner reminiscent of the French avant-garde 
(Cendrars, Appolinaire, Aragon) or the German practitioners of the Neue Sachlichkeit. Outwardly 
detached, he shares in fact the avant-garde belief that the confli cts he encounters are the products 
of the inner dynamics of the modem era rather than manifestations of a world in decline. 


