ACADEMIA

Briefly Speaking

——— Interview with Professor Barbara Skarga

One Must Try to Understand

Metaphysics is just a question about human existence and about how far human thought can reach, what still remains open to it, and what is closed off

Academia: | want to ask about your
beginnings as a scholar, about your time
studying at Stefan Batory University in
Wilno (now Vilnius). How did you decide
to study philosophy?

Barbara Skarga: That was my reaction
to the a year and a half I had spent at
Warsaw University of Technology.

You felt out of place there?

I did well in physics and math, with
top grades in those subjects. But when
it came to drafting, machine science,
and the like 1 was bored to death.
Engineering lecturers, seminars, and
labs were all obligatory, then the rest of
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one’s time was filled up with drafting
work. Students were constantly busy. I
didn’t read a single book during that
time. So I wanted to take a completely
different direction, a different path.
Because mathematics fascinated me, 1
took mathematics as a minor, philoso-
phy as my major.

| have just finished reading the second
edition of your book After Liberation...
(1944-1956), which made a big impres-
sion on me. | was struck by how you write
about the Russians. You were arrested
on 8 September 1944 and spent eleven
years in the gulags, full of terrible experi-
ences. Despite that you seem to remain
above harboring any dislike or hatred for

the very people who imprisoned you.
How is that possible?

Tygodnik Powszechny [Catholic week-
ly magazine] recently printed an inter-
view with me where a young journalist
tried to get me to speak hostilely about
Russia. But I believe a person has to
maintain a sense of distance towards
their own experiences. Because every
country has its own problems and past
tragedies, especially as far as Russia is
concerned. The Russians have definite-
ly suffered more than the Poles have.
First the revolution, then the whole
Stalinist era. The Poles represented a
very small percentage of the gulags,
after all. The camps were vast, with
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